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SPANISH PEOPLE AT SAN DIEGO 

The Spanish colony of San Diego has been and still is, very limited in num 
ber, and Spain has never had a consuhar representative in this port, which is in- 
sluded in the territory assigned to the Spanish Consulate at Los Angeles. 

Among the heads of Spanish families with residence in San Diego may be men= } 
tioned the following: G. and M. Loperena, cattlemen operating a ranch and a meat 
market at Tijuana, Mex.; Herminio Gareaia Cams, representative of Mexican factories; \ 
Francisco Mendivil, card dealer in the gambling boat "Montecarlo", Jose Acosta, f \! 
merchant man. The first two are wealthy; the daughter of one of thems, havi ‘just / 
married an American boy; Mr. Mendivil has two children a boy and a girl, and neither 
of them speak Spanish. 

Other Spaniards in San Diego and their occupations are: 4% fishermen, 2 bartenders, 
2 cooks, 1 waiter, 1 barber. 


Secially separated these psopley do not communicate among themselves and live 


totally ignorant of their countrymen's fate; do not get press from their country 


to keep informed as to what is going ae over there; very seldom receive correspond- 
ance from Spain and most se them have become citizens of this country. 

Most of the Spaniards of San Diego simpathize with the republican government of 
their old country, and although born from Catholic parents they are indifferent in 


matters of religion, not practicing their own, but not joining any other. 


The second generation of these Spaniards is totally Americanized. 
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Miguel Gomez 


Sept. 8, 1936 : 


This man was born in Guatemala city, of Spanish descendants. 
His family, as all the well-to-do in those countries, sent him 
‘to the National Institute, a famous Institute there, where he 
first learned his primary education, i 
Somehow this young boy disliked the school very much and 
during his vacations, he used to work in one of shops of Central _ 
American Railroad. As s°on as he finished nis primary training | 
he refused to return to school and thus continued to work as a 
mechanic helper in this beayvoaue 
The head of this Organization admired this boy very much 4 
and took a great liking to him. He” by the way) an American, © 
quit his position and went to open an automobile shop in Guate- 
mala city. This American used to talk to the young boy about 


America, and having employed him in his repair shop, one day 
planned to bring him here, as he saw that the youth had great 


ability in mechanics. So once here, the American sent the boy 
to Heald's Auto Mechanic school. The boy's father shortly after, 
died and therefore, was the family unable to send him any money 


Ter his expenditures here, This complelled him to leave and 


found a job in the shipyards where he worked as helper in the 
erart. 


elosed out and he found a job in the repair shop of the Chevrolet 
Agency. Later on he obtained a job in the Ford Plant at Richmond. 
During nis employment here, he met a girl, (Spanish) and married 
her. And when the depression came he used to woe only part time 
in the plant and came to San Francisco and tried very hard indeed 
to obtain a job but was unable. Thus he spent all his savings. 


Having already a small child he was forced to apply for relief 
er As h 5 ; : ; 


Few months after the Armistice of the World war, the shipyards . 


Miguel Gomez 


Sept. 8. 1936 


go tee SERA put him to work as a truck driver in one of the pro- 


jects. | \ i re 


Then he found a job working jn a rubber plant and anothe: 


child was added to the family. Not being satisfied with this 


work, as 44 was altogether out of his line, finally he was placed’ 
in the repair departments (trucks) and made good there, therefore, 


he was made foreman of the department. 


His wife too helped him much, by preparing 4 delicous sweet bread 


at home for an ouyside clientele. With the savings of their work 
and with $500 which she received through the death of her mother 


at Guetemala, he bought a home and furnished his house. 


— 


C} 
Being a ba werk ine young man with much ambition and event 


he is making good in his line of work, has a large clientele 


ani is very happy now. He now is an American citizen . 


4 


a a ee 
Dui seas 6 anal 


——- 


\ “d | : : STR pee ee oe ee FET IO 
SS i ay an ake A Ee She Nica ia se a fs : 
= Sey Ye oy Sees! Ms ees ie Cen oem” 
ra or. 2 fun i a ‘. rt 
; ar abi es . tir te =) Nea te i? Sic i; 


pl he ae 
A (ie ft i 4 
; . ‘ee oi) oe ° 
; ; Sh 
i 


: rs) ‘ 


~ 


M. Reynolds 
No. 14546 
Case 1l- A Spanish Bern locomotive mechanie:- 

Peter was born in Malaga, Spain in 1898. His father owned 
and ran a cotton mill near the city and was of middle class origin, 
while his mother came from a high Castilian family. Peter, the 
oldest of their four sons, was destined to become a priest. He 
studied until he was seventeen in the seminary in Malaga and then 


he was sent to a nearby monastary. Six months later he astonished 
his family by anouncing that he was S0ing to give profession. They _ 


arranged to send him away to study in Soke other country so that 
his rebellious action would not influence their other sons, Peter 
Gere to come to the United States rather than to any American ce 
center of Spanish Culture because he ee are that it was"e 
democratic country, founded on a revolutionary tradition and with 

& wonderful constitution" He was sent to study in the Philadelphia 
Seminary, which was a Catholic insthtution and where hw could 

study in his native rosea He soon found that the culture of 

the United States was much more backward than that of Spain, 

His own personality was already formed and he could not 

assimilate the culture of the American family. He heard of 

Hoover's campaign to feed stervébgg Belgians and he saw sterveing 
Philadelphia workers. He found the priests in the school too 
hypertitical to BNGHE @ Be he renounced Christ and left the Seminary, 


He got a job at once loading locomotives on the docks. 


He was working for the Baldwin Locomotive Co. and one of 
the conditions of his yob was that he should to fd the city 


hall at once and take out his citizenship papers. After the war 
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M.Reynolds 
(2) 

Gase 1ll=- cont. 
when the soldiers came back from the front, and demanded their 
Old jobs back, he was given a job as a loading deckhand on a 
ship. For the next ten years he traveled all over the world, 
The work was wasy. He had lots of time to rest and study during 
the voyages and in ports he could always manage to spend some 
time seeing the sights. He lost this job three years ago 
in Los Angeles, and since that time he has been traveling 
about the west coast picking up what odd jobs he can find. At 
present he has a job as extra assistent locomotive mechanic 
in the Southern Pacific Shops. He makes 45¢ an hour when he 
gets work and nets anywhere from $1 toS15 per week according 
to the amount of repairs needed, He has to report twice a - 
day to the shop. He is attempting to save a little money so 
he lives as cheaply as he cam, eating in third-rate places and 
sleeping in a $6.00 per month hotel room, 

He says, " for the last ten years I nave been heart and 


soul with the American people. IE have eaten with them and. 


slept with them, and I have found that they are the most oppressed 


of people in the world-bitterly Opposed to the plutocratic 
tradition. Why allow a few to control them?" 
Case 12 - Spanish born factory worker, 

He was porate ete ago in Palmo, in the Baleoric Islands 
off the Eastern Goast of Spain. He was one of eleven children 
of a peasant family. His father owned a small vineyard and 


made wine, and prided himself in the fact that all of his 
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@ase 12- cont. (3) M.Reynolds 


~ his father decided to gamble a large portion of the family 
fortune and send his three oldest son's to the United States 
so that they could make money and all could live in luxury. 
One of the three brothers died shortly after they reached 
New York and the other two came out west to visit en Uncle 
who lived in Monterey. ‘he older brother ran wway when he 
fouhd that he had to work for his uncle but the younger one 
stayed and slowly learned the English language by going to 
night school. 
A few years ago he got a job in the Pabco Paint Co. in 
Berkeley and is now making $20 a week. He likes the job but 
hates the shifting hours - night and then day work. 
Five months ago he married a beautiful blond, a native 
of Georgia, and they are non happy. Phey are living in | 
8 modern $18 a month Apt. ¢ ah have bought a radio and a 
baby ckib on the instalment plan. He feels " that there are right 
things and there are wrong things with this country. They 
must get better when every man can work. If people would 
mind their own business and not go around looking for trouple ---- 


take what comes." 


Case 13- A German fFeaching Fellow in Philosophy:- 
Eric was born in Stuttgart, Germany , in 1906. He is the 
second son of a well-known ga “eek eee He was sent to 
the Stuttgart Technical High School in order to qualify for 
the degree of Doctor of Engineering which that school gives. He 


has a very alert and restless type of mind and he soon found the 


engineering course very dry and anintereeting so he spent most 
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( 4) M, Reynolds 


Case 13=- cont, 


of his time reading in the Akademic library which had been at 
one time Shiller's school. When he was nineteen he had an affair 
with a peasant girl and Eric felt that his father was unjustly 
severe with him oe this so he left Benes; pentted to Hamburg 
and got a job ona German vessel cacipant vd for South America, 
For the next three years he eae eround from place to 
place doinmg whatever work he could find and as little as he 
could do to make a living. He worked as a deck herd, a cabin 
boy, a traveling aromas a bDlacksmith&shelper, a truck driver, 
and an oragge packer. Whenever he got some money he moved on 
to a new place, going to the Southern part of the United States — 
in the @hmher and north in the summer. We was working as a 
deck hand when ho met an English girl who was doing her practice 
teaching in the University and thru her he came to the University. 
He is now working for his Ph¥.B and living from what he 
makes as a teaching fellow in Philosophy and by tutoring. His 
wife, the “nglish girl, has a teaching job in the Southern 
part of the state. He feels that"the situation of humanity today 
is absolutely -( he indicates that he means hopeless by a wave of 
his hand ) Phere are certain truths that we must find and show 


to the world. And I know becouse God knows I've bumed around 


enough, there is nothing in the world today." 


Gase 14- an Italian Wine Deelers- 

Moronie was born on the Shores of the Laga Maggiore in 
northern Italy. He is fifty-two years old and yet he still 
remembers vividly his first trip to America with his father 


when he was only four. His father was also a wine merchant 
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(5) M.Reynolds 


Gase 14- cont. 


VFN 


and had come to America to sell hisswares. Two years later, they 
returned to Italy, thiswas—in-1894, and Moronie, an only son, Was 
educated by Italian, French and English tutors. He went into the 
trade and after his fathers f@eath in 1902 he took over the business. 
During the next ten years he made three trips to the United States, 
and them he brought his wife and young son to New York to set 

up their home. He still keeps his fathers place on the Laga 
Maggiore and returns there whenever he can. When FI asked him 

if he had ever taken out citizenship papers his answer was confused 
so we reg bases subject. He is spending the winter in Galifornia 
because it is good for his invalid son's health. He says his 
income is only about $5,000 a year now as times are very hard. 

the wine business was much better here three orfour years ago. 

In spite of his income he lives on a rather high scale and spends 
money very freely. I know that he is paying $250 for rent alone- 
that-re"per month. ! 

He feels that "sn America there is no real freedom- everyone 
4s too tense- they do not soften-they do not live. " He is an 
ardent admirer of Suara ol and feels that"he has done & great 
thing for Italy. In the first place he has saved them from 
Commmism which they almost got." "You wait," he says," America 


will find a Mussoline some day." 


Gase 15- An [talian-born poofblack. 

fony was born in Salerno, in the southern part of Italy. 
His fahily were of peasant gtock and owned a gmall lemon grove 
from which they made their living. He remembers how they lived 


in a low house right under the trees so as not to waste any land 
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Case 15=- cont. 


whi¢h might be used to grow trees. When he was fourteen his 
family sent him to theUnited States to help his Uncle, who 
was a barber in New York. This Uncle had sent his brother a 
picture in which the Uncle had appeared so well dressed that 
they felt that at least one of their six sons should have 
a similar opportunity. 

+ony had a very hard time when he first arrived in New 
York. He did not seem to catch on to the language and he 
was too shaky to be a barber. He atest around with the 
negro bootblack in the shop and picked up his trade. His 
Unele finally made it clear that he did not want him around 
any more 48° cone. posi out on the rails. He came west, fooled 
around in is Seder fe a while and then fell in with a guy 
who got him a job as a shiner on the Enel ee ckes He has to 
pay $15 a month for his concession and he is lucky if he 
makes #15 a week. The Company make: him charge 15¢ a shine 
and" people don't take to it much." Tony is thirty years old 
and is still single. He lives in sa small boarding house in 
San Francisco, and loves to spend his free time playing cards. 
fony speaks a very broken énglish and would rather not make 
the effort to takk about most things, but there is one topic 
upon which he is always ready to talk- radio- end the strides 
that Italians have made in this fhéld,. andt He says when asked 
what he thinks would make this country better :-"Whena de Radio 


she is gooda den the people hear em." 
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Margaret Reynolds 
No 14546 


Gase 16- Spanish born rancher:- 
Castro was born in Badajaz, Spain in 1886. He is the 
bastard son of a monastary priest, at least that was his 
opinion when, as a boy of twelve, he ran away from the monastory 
where he was being educated. se was taken for a man because 
of his unusual size and strength and given a job as a stoker 
on a Portuguese trader. This was his occupation for the next 
ten years- traveling from port to port in hot holds. At last 
he became ill and quit the ship in San Francisco and went out 
into the country. He got a job from a Japon a ranch near 
Watsonville. A few years latter he took over a homestead down 
the coast near Big Sur and started horse trading. He wad wanted) 
all his life to be his own boss and began,as he said.to "Live". 
He learned how to make good whisky and during probition he 
found a good market for all that he could make. All of his 
products he delivered in truck loads of wood. His profits he 
spent at once on land and things for his ranch. He married in 
1912 but his wife left him the next year \ see since then he has 
lived alone, in the small redwood ranch huuse that he built himself. 
He feels that things will be better pretty soon. "Some day 


maybe," he says," I will sell everything and be rich." 


Case 17- Chinese-born Garbage trucker:- 
Lue was born in Chengclum, Menehuria, in 1891. His family 
had some small land and he worked with his eight brothers in 


the riee fiélds. When the crop was to be cut they were hired 


out in the village. His Uncle was a cook on a cabin steamer and 
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(2) M.Reynolds 
No. 14546 


Case 17 cont. 

thru him Lue got a job as a cabin boy. He made three trips 
to the United States before he was fired when accused of 
stealing a womans ring. this wes in San “rancisco and since 
then he has traveled up and down the coast doing whatever 
odd jobs he can pick up. He has never mastered English and 
thet has always been one of his main handicaps. 

He has been working for the last four years as Garbage 
driver in @armel. Whenever I spoke to him he would smile 
but never answer, so I asked the young negro boy that he 
lives with about him. He understands what is said bgt does 
not like to enter into a conversation for fear that he will 
say something that is not fiting. He spends his free time 
taking long welksand sketching rock formations. He feels 
that the trouble with man today is that he does not 


understand the value of solitude. 


Case 18- Polish-born wife of a chicken rancher. 
Mrs Flesty was born near Danzig. When she was three 
her family, consisting of her Mother and #ather, and @ncle, 
and her two sisters, came to the United States to make their 
fortune. She was educated in the New hdc mute eee he 
Her ther and Mother worked in a bakery which was owned 
by a distant relative. When she was sixteen she married a 
steel foundry worker who was ten years prerrectr Noes eum 
She had three sons in the first five years of her married 
life and then her husband was severely burned in the foundry. 


They moved to a small farm in upper New York state and 


started raising shickens. 


They had to work very hard and 
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M. Reynolds 


No.14546 
Case 18 = cont. 


they were very Be uae she"mannaged to bring her boys up 
to be good boys." Her husband died eight years after they 
moved to the farm and she had to carry the burden of the 
farm and her family, and fight againt poverty and the cold. 

"I always have had to work hard", she says, n but now 
things are a little easier." Now, as a woman of fifty-eight, 
she is spending the winter with her eldest son who is employed 
on the Bay Bridge. Her sons have all done well. Her second 
son made some money hn Wall Street and gave his mother a 
trip back to Poland so that she could see her mother who 
had gone back to the old country twenty years before. It 
made her feel sad to see how ppor they were and " how hard 
they had things? Although she was glad to see her family 
and the country she was glad to leave because it wks so tragic 
to see the conditions under which they lived. Her old mother 

"had to get water from the well and chop wood, they had no gas./ 
in this country even the very poor have it better." She was 
"never so happy as when she sew her two healthy boys waiting 
for her on the dock when she got back." 

"Don't you think things are bad here” she said," it is 
much worse in the old country./ Phe young people here are 
wonderful. They can do anything. They will fix things up. 


i 


Now my youngest boy, he is so strong and big ----- 


Case 19 - Polish-born groom 


He was born in 1890 just outside of Warzawa. His Fether 


and Mother were both Polish and kept a small inn. He went to 
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(4) 
M. Reynolds 
No.14546 
Case 19 - cont. 
school thll he was eleven and then got a job in the stable 
of a nobleman. He always liked horses, somehow they seemed 
to know it and get along fine with him, and they would to 
things for him than they would'nt for enyone else. In 1911 
he brought two horses to the United States to race bn the 
Belmont track. They did not do so well but he stayed over 
here and got a job working for Harry Payne Whittney. uxue 
had Xd a hard time with english from the start. He was 
always moving about so much from one track to another that 
he never had time to go to any school fpr long. He speaks 
very stilted English until he starts talking horse and then _ 
he forgets himself and speaks rapidly in broken English. ; 
He has gone very far left in his hecreateal conception 
of the depression which he says is ruining this country. 


"we must get out thse big bosses" he says, " 


and give the 
guy that works a chance." But he wants"to get enough dough 
to raise up a colt and clean up a pile." 

He is working now inf? the Spreckels stables, 
grooming horses for shows, but this job is a big come 


down from the kind of job he used to have,being in charge 


of several good racers, and he never has enough money. 
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ee ey kept up. Jose and his family were farmers in 
“ Bordcba, He and his family have worked in cane fields, su- 
gar refineries, farming, in fruit orchards, fruit canneries 
| and at present are employed in fish canneries, Jose and his 
two daughters are so engaged. Jose's wife takes care of the 
home and of the youngest child; the married children also 
| rere in the cannery. They all live together. 


Sources: personal anterviews, 
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ral Writers! Project, 
(1) Galif. Dist.io, e, Sept .11,1936 
Albert L.van Houtte, 


Frank Thompson, Re.Wr, 


SPANISH RACIAL UTYORTTY GROUP, 
MONTZREY PENINSULA, 


In Monterey, there is a small Spanish settlement con- 
fined to about two blocks. Here dwell Spanish families, 
principally of the laboring type. some, however, have 


entered the merchant Class, but most of them Live by 
> 


fishing, Working im canneries, and at times in agricultu- 


fal lines, Most of them speak their hative language ex- 
Clusively with but a little knowledge of Englich, Others, 
speak enough English to make themselves understood while 
others are fluent. | 
All, except their descendante in this country, come 

from spain, or one of the Spyanish possessions. They adhere 
to their Spanish ideology, ‘religion, customs, habits and 
manner of living. 

F Their religion is predominantly Catholic and they still 
observe the ritual and religious holidays of that faith. 
The fact that they come Irom the peasant class of Spain 
and its possessiong makes them simp e, believing and 


34 
hatdworking people, happy to be in this country where they 


ry 


are given equal opportunities with 4 mericans. They are 


@Tateful for that, judgine from what they Say. 
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Regarding their present political affiliations in 


the current civil war in Spain, the majority are adherents 
of the royalty, and the Catholic Church group and are bit- 
ter against the liberal radicals. Sole expressed their var- 
tisanshio with the liberals, 
The wish that the United States would use both ites 
army and naval forces to quell the disturbance in Soain 
was expressed by some. The majority, however, favor utter 
neutrality, believing that Spain will work out her destiny 
alone. bihare fear that Spain will eventually come under 
the power of Russian Communism, These expressed their J°VG 
in living here away from it all. 
Many have large families, with the older ones working, 
principally in the fish industry. At present the fishing in= 


dsutry is thriving and the Canneries are in full operation, 


so they have few economic worries, 

They do not seem to be ambitious for education, expres- s- | 
ing as they do regret that. the children are compelled to at» 
tend school. Some parents would prefer to put their child— 
dren to work. The opinion that the American children have 
too much schooling is prevalent. Also that an American envi- 
ronment causes children to become insubordinate to paternal 
and maternal authority. They are outspoken in asserting 


that they compel the children to respect them by threats and 
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| a ‘Obviously the power of the Church is still very potent. 


‘Loyalty to members of the family, domestic felicity, 


devotion to Barents and 40 religionsare the most predomi- 


The radio and motion pictures are cited as influences, Wig | 
P | 


that sophisticates the children. Most of them possess tar 


| 

Re 

* 

| ‘or as nant traits observed in the homes visited. 
} 

: 

children attend the cinema. A rguaents 


| dios and many other 
; a. against this point of view are apa tune in on native pro- 


grams only and their children are too young to understand 


English programs. O 


Only two individuals in thés colony, and poth. in’ the 


merchant class, were free thinkers, upholders of American 


customs, slang and unfortunately of wrong philosophy. 
"Do the other fellow before he does you" summed up their 
American ethics. "Everything in this country is a racket,' 


said the other. "Get in the racket and you make money," he 


added boastfully. 
Economy is rigid with most of them, even though some 


have made a comfortable living in this country. Those of 


; | “the younger generation have adhered to that spirit of 


thrift, although there are exceptions. 


bo) er 3 CASE ONE: AMARIO ARTAGA. 
One of the most interesting characters in the small 


Spanish colony is Amario Artaga. He is a proprietor of 
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the Granada Cafe, 786 Lighthouse ave, New Monterey. OW- | 


— Wing to the present rebellion in Spain, Amario inquired 
. ‘s whether the government wanted this information as a ba- 
Bite sis for determining,whether the person involved should 
i } Wah deported to his native country. 


Mario Artaga was born in Toledo, Spain, Jan.19,1894. 
i. is His family consisted of his father and mother, two sis- 
ters and a brother. He is rather dark, and shows an evi- 
dence of Moorish aneestry; as well as the reserve of 


the Moorish race. © a 


He spoke of the beauty of Toledo, its climate, its 
people and its agricultural imports. One would conclude | 
that he is still homesick for his native city. P 


His entire family left Spain in 1915 for Honolulu. They 


made a living in Spain by wine manufacturing, and in Hono- 
lulu by working in the sugar refinery. 

The family came to Monterey in 1915; its members 
worked at first in the canneries and in the fishing in- 
dustry, Amario Arteaga thas lived in ionterey where after 
some successful seasons in the fishing industry he en- 

i | tered the merchant class by investing in a cafe. 
He does not belong to any native society or orga= 
nization, as there are none st=+Rese in the colony. But 


he does belong te—en-Anmericen-Ledge—known-as the "Eagles". 


There is no Spanish newspaper on the Monterey Penin- 
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sula. The members of the colony receive newspapers and pe~ 3 
riodicals from Spain and Mexico from time to time. | 

According to him the most important feast, except Christ- 
mas and Easter, is cae celebration of the anniversary of the 
i death of Jenipers Marre, who was a Spaniard. 

In the matter of the folk tales and myths, he said 
that saint days are celebrated instead of birthdays. They 
consider the celebration of the birthday alone very pagan. 

He is a lover of art and of music and is quite decided 
in his views on politics in his native country. He did xy | 
: not appear interested in American politics. He is at 
| heart still a Spaniard. 
| The conclusion may be drawn that owing to the constant | 
| struggle, he has neither the time nor the money to improve i 
| himself. Amario perhaps ‘relized eethape- that he had no | 
: chance of passing the exmination hecessary for his first 
papers. He expressed his gratitude for the opportunities 
afforded him by this country even though his economic 
struggle still continues. 

CASE TWO SANTOS PINTADO. 

i santos Pintado § ds born in cotoba, Spain, March 25, 


(1897. He was the only son of a pias of f our, three 


being Paes He*ig the only one of his family that 


left Spain. 
Santos came directly to Bridgeport, Gonn., in 1920, 


There he worked in the steel mills three months, Then he 
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moved. to Kensington, Pa., where he worked in the steel 
mills for flive months. He then came to California and 
lived first in Escalon one month, and subsequently secured 
a job ina lumber mill in Sustinville where he remained 
three years. In 192% he came to Monterey where he worked 
first for the Murohy Lumber Co., as a common laborer, he 
then tried working in the fishing industry, the latter 
work lasting one month. With the money he had saved, he 
started a saloon at 794 Lighthouse venue, New Monterey. 
He still conducts this business. 

He belongs only to a native organization, a cluo known 
as "El Club Recreativo." He regretted that the Spaniards, 
in and about the Monterey Peninsula,have no Spanish news- 
paper. Because of this lack he reads what he describes as 
the Mexican newspaper, known Sy et OPINION published in Ga- 
Lifornia. 

He is unmarried, his bachelorhood being due to two 
reasons; he has never met a native girl whom he liked; he 
prefers Americans, but owing to his broken fnglish and 
his bashfulness he never has summoned sufficient courage 
to keep company with them. 

While working in Orockett, Oal., he employed a 


teacher to give him private lessons in Tnglish for three 


months. 


In the city of Cordoba, he attended a private school 
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10 a 
for ten years. His parents were solicitous for the education =) ae 


of their children. He appears out of place as an owner and 
bar-keeper of a saloon, especially since his customers are 
laborers or fishermen, 

: He is a Roman Catholic, and observes the feast days. The 
outstanding feast in the past has been the anniversary cele- 


2 
bration of Jnipero Serra's death. Santos himself, worked in 


y 

the mines, and also in a foundry in the city of Terible, His 

t , father worked in the mines. 

" , * 7 | 

i His own interest in Spain exists no longer. He is not a 


citizen of the U.S., nor has he first papers. One might con- 
; clude that the consciousness of his limitations as to English 
and his inferiority complex ruling over his association with 
Americans, have prevented his joining any class dealing with 
naturalization. He was informed that he would make good citi- 
genship timber. | 
oAsEL3: JUAN SaGOVIA .. 
Juan Segovia was born in Malaga, Spain, April 2, 1906, 
of a family that consisted of two sisters and seven brothers. 
' ) _ He, with his parents, brothers and sisters, left in 
| gil, tox the Hawaiian Islands; they established themselves on 


' the islands of Kausi, known as the Garden Isle of the Hawaiian 


group and also as the oldest island. There this family remained 
for about two years, working in the sugar cane fields and in 
| the refinery. 


They then decided to go to California. Their first loca- 
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- moved to Gilroy, back to Hayward and then to Fresno ,before they 


went to Mountain View,to establish what they thought would be 
=< pe hone. Most of them are now. in Monterey. | 
Some new members of the family have been born in California. 
Juan belongs to a club formed by the Spaniards in this section | 
for social purposes. "Ei Club Recreativo." He subscribes to the 
Mexican newspaper LA OPINION, published in Los Angeles, Although 
born and raised a Roman Catholic, Juan has no affilietion with - 
O 
He and his parents earned their living in the fishing and 
wincheking industry in Spain. He considers himself a very eood 
judge of wine. He is not interested in the crisis which his na- 
tive country is passing through, being well satisfied with life 


in the United States. He expressed his desire to live here al- 
ae 


Ways. He is no t an American citizen, nor is he anxious to take 
; moe 


out papers. This might be attributed to lack of time and money . 


which would enable him to attend nigh schools. 
His occupations and those of the members of his family in 
the United “tates have been agriculture and fishing . His wife 


sin this dountry and he has two children ,who were 


3 yy) 
a@keer born here. Juan has a sixth grade education and apoears 
satisfied with that. At present his mother and father are liv- 


ing in Monterey, although they still own the family home in 
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Mountain View. Four of his brothers are married,also one of 


his sisters, all within the Spanish group. 


CASE 4; MARIA LaDESMA. 


Maria Ledesma was born in Cadiz, Spain, on August ¢3,1901. 


w 


She has been under the Stars and Stripes since she was le years 


wnt age. But speaks English only with much difficulty. She had 


to work in early childhocd. Her parents, two sisters and three 
brothers left Spain in order to better their economic condition. 


The family migrated to Honolulu where they spent five years 


working in the sugar industry. They moved to San Francisco we 


they remained about eight years, working in the fruit industry. 
They consider Santa Clara ag their permanent home since they are 
able to secure more work there. But each cannery season they 
come to Monterey and work both in the fishing industry and in 
the canneries. 
The entire family has resided in the U.S, (ineluding the 
terr itozry of Hawaii) since 1901 Maria married a ee 

~ 


Ronoiulu and four boys and a girl were born to them. A 11 these 


— 


are living here and working. 


Maria. does not belong to any native organization, nor does she 


know whether her brothers belong. She reads the Mexican news- 
paper “ha OPINION. Her daughter, who reads English well, tells 
her the news contained in American newspapers. 


Neither she nor her husband are American citizens and she 


is not concerned about the fact. They are all Roman Catholics 


Maria pote they make attempts 
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Lincoln's birthdays and the Fourth of July seem to interest 


her. 
4 _ 


CAS E 5; VINCENT RODRIGUEZ, 


.Vineent Rodriguez was born in Coruna, Spain, September 13, 


(1882. He had one sister and no brothers. His wife was also 


Spanish and she bore him two daughters. The wife is now dead, 


and the daughters are married, and living in Monterey. 
Rodriguez left Spain in 1907, coming directly to New York 
and remained eight days there. He then came to San Francisco, 
where he staid ar years. Monterey was his third destination. 


ae 
He has been in the United States twenty=nine years. O 


while in San Francisco, he joined the iron-workers' Union. 
At vacant he belongs to a Spanish Club, "El Recreativo." He t 
also belongs to the New Monterey Merchants' Association, made ap i 
partly of a Spanish group. He subscribes to a Spanish newspaper * 
published in San Antonio, Texas, "La PRENSA". He expressed | 
pride in the fact that he subacminas to, the Oakland Tribuhe. | 
1 He is a Roman Catholic and celebrates the feast days of | 
_ that Church. . 
In Hie native country Vincent earned his living by shoe 
making. In San Francisco, he was a machinist in iron works, a 
eT But in New Monterey he resumed his old trade of a shoe maker. 


ease 


eed as present he has a shoe-making shop in New Monterey. In the 
hans 


# proventy 1 in New Monterey. 
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> His father was a shoe-maker in Coruna, Spain, uv to the 


#.% 


time of his death. 


He reads the American newspapers in order to keep abreast 


of the times in this country. He stressed this remark by saying 
that the country that has given him no + only a livelihood but . | 
also some property ,is his concern no W and not Spain. In the 
matter of religio i he is a Qatholic in belief, but not a very 
aotiveone. . 
CASE 6; MARIA TUDREL. 
| Maria Tuerel was bovtydat. 11,1879 in the city of Al- 
meria in the vrovince of Andalusia. She came of a family with a 
five children - two girls and three boys. She is the only 
un memoder of her. aes | who left Spain; she married senor Tueral 
in Almeria at sevemteer years of age. Her parents are now dead, 
‘put her sisters and brothers are living in Almeria, provided 
they have not met their death in the revolution. 
She and her husband left Spain in 1907 for Honolulu, where 
they worked in the cane fields and sugar refineries. They re-- | 
remained in Hawaii over a year. One child was born there. They 
ixexioved to San Francisco where they lived for over five years; 
another daughter was vorn. ; es 
Her husband worked in a cigarette factory, while she | 
worked in a laundry. After that they moved around; to Los 
Bao dense where ey remained only'a very short time; then to 


Sante Barbara for a month, and up and down the state from an 


= ——" en . 
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encisco ig Los Angeles, working in orchards and fruit canne= | 
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> In Monterey they settled permanently. With the two 


x daughters married and working in the fish canneries, her hus- 


band as a purse seiner and she managing a rooming house, Ma- 


Tila seemed contented... She does not speak Englisg, noT coes 


she understand it. Owing to the poverty in her family in 


Svain, she had had to work from early oli ldhood. She received 


no schooling whatever and even today she cannot read or write 


in her native language. 


None of Maria's family are citizens, according to 


her. She belongs to no sfetvs organizations. Her husband igs 


@ member of "El Recreativo," in New Monterey. She is a Catholic. 


= ae 


She observes all the feast cays of the Church just exfatly as 


a She did in Spain. In the old country she helped her farmer pa- 
: rents in Spaaisbhfashion, She has sin¢e worked in cane fields, 
: sugar refineries, laundries, Cigarette factories, and fish can= 
: neries. She looks very old for her ages 

CASE 7: Francisco Ramasinto was born in Almaria, 
: province of Andalusia, Spain, April 15, 1871. His family con— 
_ sisted of mother and father, three girls and two boys. His pa~ 
P: rents, three sisters and the brother, died in Spain, He married 
in Spain and had two boys by that marriage. His wife died in 
: Spain, . 
ae | Francisco came directly to California from Spain 


in 1907 and settled in Vacavulle, California., where he remained 


ve 
webire years, working on ranches and in the fruit industry. His 
pees + / 2 
Pane “two boys came with him. A u the end of twelve years the three 
. Beets i 
10 Monterey, where Peaaarces has been ever since. One son 
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is working in San Francisco and the other is a “worker on a 
ship. He belongs to a Spanish Club called "Zi Club Recreativo.! 
Since he is illiterate, speaking no, English nor reading or writigg 
his native language he must depend on his conrades for all the 
news or information desired from the outside world. He is 0a 
aeeerse and observes all the feast days of his Church. He has 
worked in this country in the farming, fruit, fish and eanning 
i aseaneeoen No lw, owing to his age, he is working at odd jobs. 
on He is eS ee years old. He ig not a citizen. As the requisite 
o f. ; is a knowledge of the reading and writing of his own language, 
~ besides that of English, he thinks he would atend no chance. He 
is grateiul for the privilege of living in this country. tt has 
gl “ven him a chance to earn a living. 


— 
ss ase 6: Manuel Muniz. 


Manuel Muniz was born in Barcelona in the Province of Cata- 


met ee 


lonia, February 14, 1875. He came from a family of four brothers 


j a. and five a gh ores Two of the sisters died in Spain. Two brothers 

are still living in the native country, one here. 

‘Manuel lives at 201 Lane gen New Monterey, with his family. 
He left Svain witets he was ra area boarding a vessel as a a 


 gadlor; it took him to New York, There he left the ship, remained 


in New York for a while, and then came on to San Francisco and | 


5 | fibelly to Monterey. 


He returned to Barcelona to marry and brought his wife back 


aberey. His até pore him three , boys and one gitts The wife 


ed two ) years ago. Two of the boys are married and we the sister. 
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at home with his fabher. One 


The single son remains 


poy and one girls received a High School education, two 
- boys went no further than the grades. 


Manuel is teed tad He learned to read and write 


Spanish and English; s speaks Italian and Portuguese. He 


has lived in three different localities in the U.S., New is 


York, San Francisco and Pa He has been in this 


country since the age of a Ee he is now 61 years : oh 


- of age. He belongs only to the social orgenization known 


as "El Club Recreativo." In addition to reading the “A men 


rican newspapers he reads "La Opinion" and "BL Nacional." 


He and his family are Catholics and observe the feast 


5 i ee a ee ee 


days. Manuel's own feast day or observance day of his 


: saint's day is the custom in the family. 
; ) He was a sailor in the old country and followed the 
sea from an early age. In this country he has earned 


his living in the following occupations: bpricklaying, 
q salting fish and exporting it 40 the old country; at 
: et present he is a fisherman. | 

- 


In Barcelona, his father was a baker and his mother 


was a tailor. 


He seems to have adapted himself to American ways 


ce ie LON and customs. He is nota citizen. His family appears very 


auch fpnericenieed, educated and geenimely well bred. 
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CASE 9: MANUEL LUGONE. 


; 
Manuel Dusone was born in ra province of Salamanca, =e ty 
din Spain, Deceniber 26,1906. He was one of nine children, i 
He left Spain in 1912, at the age of six, with his parents; 7 
the latter joined a colonization party to taapoitak Bake work 
in the cane fields and sugar refineries. Manuel's parents 
“remained in the islands for about five years, working in the 
cane fields’ sugar refineriés and pineapple industries. Tham 
“we! they moved to San Francisco hers Manuel's father was em= 
ployed. Manuel sold newspapers, studied music and worked in 
a sheet metal concern in San Francisco. His father worked 


‘the ship yards in San Francisco. 


-In 1924,the family moved to Monterey, where Manuel 


worked in the canneries and in the forestry service. He alm 
: _ played in a dance hall orchestra. He received a seventh 
3 tea 
m ; = 
r grade — education; reads and writes 8 panish and English and 
‘ — 


at present is a musician on the WPA Project of Dist.10. He 

is a Catholic and says that the only feast days observed by 
himself and his family are those of the Oatholic Church. He 
reads only English newspapers; his interest does not include 


. anything outside of this country. He left S pain at such a 


early age that he- has few memories connected with it. He 
began studying music when little more than a baby, helped a 


velative's shoe-making shop. His father and mother 
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had a store and a cantina (saloon) in Spain. 


CAS E 10; JOAQUIN SORO. | 
Joaquin Soro was born in the town of Las Matas, in the provinee 
of Teruel, Spain, May 22, 1882, He came from a family that 
comprised three brothers and two sisters. His parents are 
dead and his sisters and brothers are still living in Spain. 
He left his native country in 1901 for Cuba. He remained in 
that island about permit a: and then left for New York, and 
for a period of deren years he travelled about the United 
States working at farming and in canneries. He then settled in 
Monterey, where he has been for about pial ees years. He is not 
a@ citizen, nor has he his first papers. He speaks, reads and 
Derties Spanish, but says he writes it rather poorly. He belongs 
“to no native siewaieett on arid expressed antagonism to such, 
claiming that he finds too much favoritism in the small Spanish 
club of New Monterey. He wast te Prensa," a Spanish newspaper 
published in New York. He also reads Spanish books, understands 
_the Spanish dictionary and also how to consult Maps. 

Hoaquin followed agricultural pursuits in the province of 
Teruel. This province is one of the richest agricultural dis- 
tricts of Spain, In this country he has fammed, worked in face 
tories and canneries. His parents were farmers. They were of 
the peasant class, had no time or opportunity for any education, 


| 
Joaquin bettered himself by leaving Spain, i 
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te ae now working dn the canneries and on fishing boats. He 


seems very content with his lot. He deplored the present up- 


 heaval in Spain and spoke very intelligently about it. 


CASE 11; EMILIA ROSA. 


Emilia Rosa who lives at 160 Irving Sy., New Monterey, was 


born in the province of Caceres, Spain, September 29, 1888. 


She came of a large family and married in Spain, where she had 


five boys and two girls. She left Spain in 1913 with her family 


and came to the Hawaiian Islands to work in the cane fields and 


sugar refineries. Then she came to California, establishing 


herself and family in Santa Clara where they worked in the 
fruit canneries, One child was born to her in the islands; 
one in Santa Clara. Three children died in Spain and two in the 


U.S. She is not a citizen, nor was her husband. She does not 


read or write her own language of English. 


She and her eldest daughter belong to the "El Recreativo" 
Club. The family observes the feast days of the Catholic Church, 
to which they belong. Zmilia was reluctant to sey much about . 


stories or folk tales. The eldest daughter, however, said that 


her family had many stories about the saints. 


Since her arrival in the U.S., Emilia has followed agricul@ 
ture, working in the cane fields and in the fruit and fish 
canning industries. In the old country ,she worked on the farm. 


107 pe 
Her parents were truck gardenrs and Beé some stock. ° 
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ala; "ROSA LONGUETAA. 


ies 


“Rosa toa was born in Lugo, Spain, May 30, 1894, He 


‘family, besides her father and mother, included three prothers 


wit 


eS wt 
- and one sister. Her father died in Spain. Her mother, two proth= 


ers and a sister are still living there. 


Rosa left Spain when she was eightoen viet tek and came di= 


rectly to San Francisco, where, at the age of ipatoue, she 


married 2 Spaniard. She lived there baaat Gan years and then came 
to Monterey. She has four children, pu voys and two girls. 

She has been in the U.5. fete tous years. She reads and 
writes Spanish, but understands and soeaks English with diffie 
culty, and she neither reads it, > is able to write it. She 
states that owing to much work in Spain, she had very Little time 
for any learning. Ss. _he has learned her own language through con= 
tacts. She and her family are not memoers of any native organiza- 
tion. Nor do they read any native newspapers. By means of the 
education of her children, all news desired is communicated to 
the parents from American newspapers. 

Rosa is a Catholic and observes the feast days. She and her 
family were farmers in Spain. 5~ he stressed the fact that the 
people of the pes of Galicia were excellent farmers, The 
daughter also needed proud of the province of Galicia, The Gali 
cians speak a distinct dialect. | 

Rosa and her husband worked in a sack factory in San Francis- 


Ia Monterey, the family works in the fish canneries. 
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] Maria Garcia was born in a small town in the province of 
_ n ’ 


CASE 13; MARIA GARCIA. 


Almeria: on May 19, 1904. At the age of three she left Spain 


fe Salk her parents for the Hawaiian Islands. In Almeria, theg 


were recruited as workers in a climate that nearly resembled 


their own. 


Maria's parents remained in the islands a little over 


three years. Then they came to San Francisco, remaining a a year. 


Afterwards, Rosa's life was that of an itinerant, going from 
Southern California to Vacaville, Suisun, and Senta Clara, fi- 
nelly settling in Monterey, where the family worked and are 
still working in the fish Cadueieh, as fishermen and as cannery 
wotkerd.) Marie hes been in the U.S. since 1904, she married an 
Italian by the name of Mellerio in Monterey and has one child, 


a son. She belongs to the club 1 Recreativo." She has had a 


fourth grade educetion; reads and rites her own language and 


English; reads Spanish newspapers occasionally and also American 
newspapers. She is a Catholic and observes the feast days. 
Maria's parents are working in the fish canneries in and 


about Monterey. They are not able to read of write their own 


language and have no knowledge of English. They are not citizens, 


but feel erateful for the opportunity of living in the U.S. and 


their children have been educated in the American schools, up +0 


‘the fourth grede. More was impossible because of the necessity 


for the chi children working at: fruit picking m California. 
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CASE 14; MANUEL SmRRANO. 


2 ; Ns ' sit 
Monte Avenue, Oak Grove, nM 
was born in Barcelona, province of Catalonia, 


Manuel Serrano, who lives at 109% D1 


Spain, April 2, 184} 
Manuel left Barcelona on November 23, 1909 and 


came direct to ait 


New York, thence to Flagstaff, Avizona, where he remained seven 2| 


years working in a lumber mill, Then he moved to 


where he remained oe years working as a farmer 


ranch; there he Specilized 


Clarksdale, 


on his own 


in the faising of hogs. From 


Clarksdale he went to San Diego, where he Temained four years 


working on ranches, clearing the ground of oak trees and -in 


the haking of charcoal. From there he went to Redwood cit 


Temaining adout one year, working in the fruit industries. Then 


14 


} to Monterey, Where he has been about fourteen years, working three 


; pears in the fish Canneries, and later buying a truck for the 


A. hauling of fish. At present he is leader of the Orcheatea Tipica 


(Spanish Orchestra) of tt e WPA Music Project of District 10. He 


belongs to "E1 Club Recreativo," 
Being a Catalonian, Manuel believes in the independence of 


this province. He says he had in Barcelona the equivalent of a 


; | High School education in the U.S. He speaks, reads and writes 


, not only his own language, which is distinct from Spanish, but 


english as well. He is a Catholic and celebrates the feast days 


_ of that church. He feels very much of an American, 


His varents had a general store in Barcelona and also a 
tine." 
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was born in Santa Oruz, Gal., the couple have three boys and 


one girl, They are being educated in the Monterey District 


Schools. 


CASE 15: CATALINA RIBA, 
Catalina Riba was born in the town of Estepona jn the ord 
‘Vinee of Malaga, Spain, in the year 1891. She does not know 
the month of her birth. She speaks her language, but does aot 
"read or write it, and has ae knowledge of English whatever. 

She left Svain at the age of Rote ott her varents, brothers 
sisters, ‘oil group selected for colonization in Hawaii. 
lived in Hawaii about two years, went to San Francisco 

for a few weeks, then to Santa Clara, where she and her fami- 

ly worked in the fruit industry about three years. They 

settled in Monterey, where they heave since worked in the fish 
eaters ee and on fishing boats. 

Since coming to Monterey, Catalina has hac five boys and 
two girls, all at present employed in the fish canneries and 
on fishing boats. The belongs to "EL Recreativo club." She does 
not read or write her native language, has hed no education 
outside of personal contacts, through which she has learned 
very little. She has worked hard all her life. In the old coun- 
try she worked along with her parents on farms, end in the U.S. 
aiid HaWaii in the following industries: fruit industries, fish | 


<a industries and in the cane fields. 
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CASE: 46; 


nae Jose Gonzales, a Lives at 628 Foam Ste, New Monterey, was 
. born in Cordoba, Spain, January 16, 1883. He came from a Sick 


family devoted to farming. 


His coat ine tienes leaving Svaia, was the Hawaiian Islands, 


He was then thtrty-Ome. He had married at the age of 26 a 
girl of Cordoba. One poy was born in Spain, and five children 

first saw the Light of day in Hawaii. Jose lived seven and a 
@ half years in Hawaii, working in the cane fields and in the 
sugar industry. “5 | 

| He left the islands with his family, coming directly to 
ay Wile 8, California, where he resided for about ae and a 
- half years. He and his family worked on farms. 
‘They left Niles last year for Mountain View, Catit.., ‘he 

work in the fruit canneries. He also worked in the orchards. 

He is vityang a hpme there and intends making it his permanent 
residence, But for some months he and his family are taking - 
advantage of the employment in the fish canneries here, | 

One of the bare is married and also one of the girls, both ‘ 
t® consorts of Spanish race. The other children are with the | 
parents, helping in the economic upkeep of the family. 

Jose belongs to no ‘native organization, He says that neither 
he nor his wife read or write their native language. He says that 

ain View, they associate with other Spanish familie ; > _ 83 


uP arranges social partie’s, and thus a feeling of human 
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November 1,1934 


Interview by David D.Craig 


Spanaird thirty two years old. Native of Catilonia. When ten years 

old he went to work in brick kiln yard. Worked twelve hours a day . 
for thirty cents a day. Joined Anarchistic Society at the age of Ns 
thirteen. Was in on Killing of the resideht governor when fifteen. + ae 
The Scoiety ordered him as one of the assasians. He fled to ltaly |p 
then to France. Here he had an uncle for whom he worked. His job: (ae 
was pecking pickles and preparing them for shipment to foreign a Rt 
countries. At the age of eighteen he had had no schooling,no a 
pleasures egcept the usual house of prostitution always quertered — 

near factortes and places where workers worked. 

At twenty he made application for American entry. In the meantime 

he severed connections with all secret socities. He studied English ~~ 
with tae aid of a fellow worker. He had now no time for any re-— el 
laxation or recreation. as he worked with his uncle as many as 

sixteen hours a day. He says he became silent and remorseful at 

the years lost in long hours of work for which he recieved bare- ~ 

ly enough on which to live. 

In 1924 he came to America. Took out his citizenship papers and 
attended night school regularily in New York. He got a job as 

janitor in an apartment house and worked at it for two years. 

Then he came out to Sen Francisco and got work in the fruit and 
vegatable seasons. He finally landed a job with the Consulate 

of Cubait a minor job but one in which he had pleanty of time to 

attend school. 

Subject says that he played no games when younger. He told of ~ 

the time when he attended a Bull Fight and went to sleep. He says 

that only the sons of wealthy Spanairds play the guitar and other 
musical instruments in courtship. And that was so many years 

ago that it is now a legend instead of a tradifiion. He says that 

he san} when he was a member of the Church and he had a good 

voice. But he worked so hard during the week that he was usually 

to tired to go to Church much. 
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A.C. was bera iz Asturias, Spaim iv 1878, tze sen ef » sliver. 


He bad tue sisters beth ef weem are in Spain. He varked fer abeut 


e 


a year in tae wimes bafere ke ZAMMXKRZARERIKRAaAWsat te Cuba. In Guba 
ne weat te werk ats railread skop mere he worked fer eigsat years. 
Here ke wet aad sarried a Spasisa girl. TRey aad three children, 
twe girls aad ene bey. He 1910 ke went te Hustea, Texas aad there 
yerked ia the railread geepe. Ia 19cl we came te Hayward aed beugkt 
@ Mall ckickea rasea. His ceildresa are ail awa: Que daugeter 


x 


-ig ia Cuba amd the etzwerd live im Les Awgeles. A.C. and kis wife 
live alone en there wuall ranch aad make a bare livimg. He haa als 


aome paid fer 29 with the Little inceue they are able te get by. He. 

ie wet radieal but &s muck isterested in tee situati: a im Spaim. He 
# 

aaa twe ceusias wee are active syadicalists. He is much ceonceraed 


wrether taey rere killed er imprirzeeed bu tee foreign legion that 


crucmed tke receat rebelliea in Spaiw. He wan wot heard fresa throw 


elace the upriaiag. 


E.G. was berm in Spaie in 1897 aad cawe te Awerica wite viz 
paresats iw 1909. Hia fatwer speke little Eagligk and it naa very 
ard fer nia to ger ook: He fisally weat to werk on sa section 
GAAg on vie Saata Fe railread im Bakersfield. He nerked there fer 
#ix vears waea ke Cuit and worked areund tke silfieldsa aa a Labererg. 
E.G. alae weat te werk ia the silfields. He jeirned tx arwy is 1917 
aad neat to France. 

After tae war ae came to Hayward , weaere ae wad a sister. He 
as werked oa tke farsas areund Haywards ever siece. A year age ke 
wae a feremaa on One of tho large raacses Dut due te his sympathy 
wita tae werkers he leat nie jeb. He kas since been active ia the 


radical mevewert. His wife wan bere aad reared ia Salimas end they 


nave five caildrer. 
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Did you ever see a dreim walking ? 

Well I did . It was a little old lady. It was today and it 
was not I who was dreaming . There she was-- a sprightly ,doll-like, 
cameo-faced, diminutive gentlewoman from a past generation. Andof all 
things-- she was out collecting rents! 

What was this? Gentility gone into trade? Impoverished no- 
bility driven to direct action? Not a whit of it. But let me tell you 
the story as it was related to me by this interesting little nerson 
and some of her clients 

In the yesr 1840 or thereabouts, there came to California | 
with General Fremont, a young medico. Tall handsome ,darkskinned magni - 
ficent, a dapper man with a twinkle in his eye and kindly manner.Equip-- \ 
ped withlancet, a sheepskin and such knowlege as his assiduous study 
had permitted him to acquire in the schools of Boston and old Madrid, 
he had heeded the alluring call’ of the West, abetted by the urgings of 
those hardy adventurers who were glad to avail themselves in time of 


need,of pills , palliatives and whatever else his Skill could offer 


them. 


Dr: Estoban Garcia was no mere sawbones- His homeonathic in- 
Sstinct was hereditary,in so far as his father before him had practiced 


the medicinal arts in Spain. From early boyhood it haa been impressed 
upon him that he was to carry on in his father's profession.Every ad- 
vantage had been given him, and when his fiother Gied,his grieving fa- 


ther carried out his most important oneration. He cut himself loose 


ear to shim iin sold Madrid and 


from family, frien4s and all that was so 4 


took his boy to the new world where the elder man might forget his grief , 


and offer his Son medical tutelage under the rapidly advancing doctors 


of America. He had hearg of and was impressed py the new departures in 
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retic blood-letting. So after a suffic‘ent interval,Estoban,for his 
' time, became a well equipped doctor. He was an avid student and tire- 
less worker 

California hat need of such as he. At that time the West 
was in its infancy and hardy adventures often took toll of life an4 limb, 
while fevers and other ailments were not infrequent. Not omly was Dr. 
Estoban skilled in his profession, but also, somewhat unusual for one 
of his profession, he was a Godly and pious man. He had been well rais- 
ed in the reliréon of his mother, in strict accordance with the teach- 
ings of the church. 

For the next thirty years,Dr. Estoban and hie saddlebags 
covered most of Northern California. And as his fame grew ,so did 
fortune smile upon him. He was a shrewd investor and when he finally 
located in San Francisco in the 7¢s,saddlesore and weary with the sight 


of suffering, he retired from practice and devoted himself to investment . 


He associated himself with hks two grown sons, and to bring out his 
daughter successfully establishes his family in one of the grand old 
residences characteristic of the great families of those days . It was 
built to his needs in one of the then fashionable suburbs. 

Estoban bought real estate and speculate’ in ventures more 
remote. Meanwhile, both church and school fared well by his prosnerity. 
His checkbook was always ready and Madame Garcia and her daughter were 
leaders in the charitable activities of the time. There also was con- 
Siderable moral crusading,which had diligent investigators willed,could 
have been trace? back to the worthy doctor's checks. For in those days 
San Francisco was neither Simon pure not bothered with a civic conscience. 

Isabela, beautiful,gracious an¢ accomplished,was one of the 
popular belles of the city. She was much sought and loved and in time 
was wedded to a promising young banker . Her brothers Juan and Manuel 


also left the home fireside to establi 
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Then came tragedy. Madame Garcia was taken 111 and was 


followed in death a month later by Dr. Pathan! Ago? and rendered 
infirm by his new life of unaccustomed ease,was unable to withstand 
the shock of his wife's death. 

Crash followed tragedy. With examinations of the late 
doctor's affairs a million and a half dollars in cash could not be 
accounted for, The wealth was somewhere ,but where? Members of tee 
faaily recalled that the father haa sought to tell them something 
before he died .But he had not succeeded. 

Perhaps , concealed in some long forgotten San Francisco 
safety deposit box, that money still lies awaiting its claimant. or 
Possibly the money was shipped to some foreign country by the old doc- 
tor,for he had extensive investments in South Averica. At any rate, 
although lawyers and detectives made Ailigent search,the money was nev- 


er found. 
" Both of br. EstoVen's sons had been provided for.Both are 


today successful bankers, one in San Francisco andthe other in the 
Southern part of the state. And both have now sons and daughters of 
their own,who are today being equipped for life in a great institution 
offlearning Which their grandfather helped toe found. 

But back to the little ola lady who onens this story. She, 
you have no doubt guessed by this time,is Isabela Garcia. Alone in the 
world , for her husband passed on early in life; childless, yet happy, 
Sprightly and carefree,she drops in on her tenants once a month in the 
San Francisco office building erected in the 708 by Dr- Estoban Garcia. 
The edifice is old and outmoded-- but SO is the little ola lady. And 
S80 far she has gotten along nicely, thank you, without that million and 
2 half dollars. She further detlares she wouldn't know what to do with 
pent She found it. 
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Subject... .Spanish or Mexican 


His early life was spent in Mexico but he is very sure 
ii eae of “panish origin. He remembered practically 
nothing of his father, but is rather positive he had never 
seen him work. As a boy he worked as a cattle hand on 
Surrounding ranches. 
He met, fell in love, and consequently married the 
daughter of a rich bbhibd f Mexican rancher. The lure of b 
better living led them to the United States. He obtained 
various jobs without a great deal of difficulty. They 
were mostly of the unskilled labor type. 
About four years ago !e lost hi$S job and was unable to fha 
) another. They came to Oakland looking for work. During 
this time he received a little aid from Charities so mana- 
ged to subsist, but in the méagerest manner. 
About a year ago he received employment in a ream Factory. 
A short ee after this he was hurt rather Seriously at work. 
For some reason he received no benefit except medi cw’ eae 


his wife was omg entreated to Sign a paper which, unknown 


to her,would absotve the company of all blame in the accident . 


Having native suspicion she refused, They are at the present 


Jar al | 
time leaving on the charity of friends 


o 


hued 
Note: Though these people had leaved here several years 
they spoke no word of english. ‘he onthe convera t- 
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fon was carried j the id ae ay 

| rrie n marry with y aid of antng bt. 
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_ $pethish born men who have migrated to Gslifornia from the 
wien islends:- 


of4 and Case #5 


Grocery Clerk age 43 years. 


He was born in Spein of agricultunal peasent perentage, 


i 
ee 
_ When he was six his ores ad sell Kauai where his father got a 


Phas 
; 


S95 in the sugar cane v\ He went theme amd school, worked in the 


cane, and then got a job as a handy man for a large plantation owner, ‘ 


There he learned to drive a car.: Fourteen years ago he brought his 
Hewjen wife and three children to California and got a job #n. theand, 
El Dorado Coconut Works in Berkeley. His re eant boss, a Spaniard, 
found him there end took him to clerk in his store, drive his wagon, 
and make his wine. He supported his mother until she died and has 
never (ae wife do any work outskde of the house, 

While he is completely satisfied with his present job 
end wage scale, he is sorry now that he ever left rhe eae and. 


wants to go back there. foday he is much more of a Hawian than he 


is a Spatiard. He speaks brokencEnglish and uses many Hawian phrases. 


errke alt @ 


The effect of his earyy environment seems to have ineeteutsted in him 


the lacksdsisicel, pleasure_and nature-loving character which is typical 


of the Hawian. 
A. er 
Grocery Store Owner sge 42 years 2 V4 


This man was very difficult to interview because his wife, 
an American born Bortugese, would constantly intenunt and force her 
Opinion of what his yough had been. He has only been married about 
a year and a half. | 

He was born in Spain of peasant stock. When he was ten 
years old his father died and his mother took her eleven children 
to Hilo to live with her brother-in-law whom she ultimately married. 
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Case #5 Cont. 

He tconsisténtly refused to go to schook, and worked in the sugar 

came until he had a chance to go to Ohau where he lied do out his age 
and joined the army. He spent two years in Schofei1d barracks and 
then in 1911 Me deserted and came to California. He has het various 
jobs since then. The longest one that he held was in the Richmond 
Sugar Co. where he worked fon about five years. Three years ago he 
bought &Bhe small store he now owns, and made enough money to marry and 
funnish a smell house on the instalment plan. Now he is barely making 
a living with the store. Heewpeaks broken English, and in spite of 
the fact thet his oly schooling consisted of three months night 
school before he got his citizenship papers, he can read and write 
English. 


When he mentioned the fact that he wanted to get out of here 
and travel, his wife protested so loudly that I left the store. 
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Note-- The following information was gathered during several meetings 


with my contact. By promising not to use his name he was willing to 
talk freely and to. answer any questions I might ask. 
| My contact was born about one mile west of the town of San 
Fernando, Pampanga Province, on the Island of Luzon, May 22nd, 1890. 
His home was a two room, bamboo nepa covered shack, located 
on a small sugar plantation for which his father worked at certain 
seasons of the year, at a wage of about three dollars per. month, the | 
balance of the year the family devoted their time working a small 
rice patch, (belonging to the Spanish Friars), receiving one-third 
ss of the crop for their labor, gathering wild fruit and caribeau bird 
eggs for the local market. | 
—— Following are some of his earliest recollections:- Sitting . E| 
on a floor mat watching the house lizards catching bugs and flies on 
the sloped ceiling of the shack; riding astride hie mothe?'s hip as | 


she carried baskets of fruit, eggs or fish to market, balanced on i) 


her head; riding his father's caribeau to and from work and taking it |, 
to and from it's wallow; sitting on the two-wheeled cart at rice 
Reine time, watching the folks sticking the plants into the mud, 
keeping time to the plunk-plunk of a guitar; going to church with 
the family Sunday Morning, his father carrying his favorite fighting 
cock, staking it out in front of the church during services, then to 


the cock-pit for a day of sport; watching the harvesting of rice with 


hand cycles, and of going to sleep to the thud of the caribeau's 
hoofs as they tramped the grain from the straw at threshing time; 


playing with his brother and two sisters during the evenings while 


a 


his mother pounded the hulls from the rice and separated the chaf from 


titiie~ aed? Bee 
“} BER ax | | 


a 


~ #¥ ca. 


the grain; his greatest interest seemed to be watching his father 


training his game cocks for fiesta day sports. 

The first work he remembers was gathering dry twigs and 
gmall pieces of wood and storing them under the shack in prepar- 
ation for the rainy season, when none could be had for starting the 
Pare. 

They lived almost entirely on rice, fruit, fish and 
Peipean milk. Their cigarettes and cigars were made at home from 
tobacco grown on the plantation. Their clothes cost little, the ll 
children living mostly in the nude until about ten years of age, or 
the upper part of the body covered with a short shirt. 

A large portion of the money they received went to the church 
the balance for most part was enclosed in hollow sections of bamboo and 
buried. 

One of his duties was to watch for swarms of locust at 
certain months of the year to warn the family of their coming. They 
would rush to the cane fields, beating pans, druns etc. to prevent 
the locust from swarming over and stripping the cane of its leaves. 


After they had settled in an open field, they would be swept with 


brush into winrows, like hay, some being used for food, the balance 


were burned. 


—— el 


He enjoyed following a string band to which his father be- 
longed, it being a custom to serenade the neighbors on each moonlit 
night. He prayed for the moon to shine every night, as heswas al- i 
ways allowed to accompany his father on those occasions, 
His life seems to have been a repetition of the above things 
each year until the winter of 1898 and 1899 when their mode of living 


changed due to the coming of the Americans. This was at first looked 


upon as a disaster due to stories spread by Insurecto Officers and 
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His father and brother joined the Insurecto Army, deserting 


after three months service, joining the family in San Fernando, who | 


had been compelled to leave their former home. The: sugar mill had 
been erected: no Cane or rice was planted that year as the plantation 
was located between the Insurecto's trenches and the American troops 
in San Fernando. His father and brother secured employment in the | 
civilian quartermaster department, U.S.4. 

My contact received the equivalent of a grammar school 
education also a working knowledge of the English language during the 
years he lived in San Fernando. 

His father, mother and brother died of the bubonic plague 
during an epidemic in 1908, his sisters having married and moved to 
the western part of the province, 

| In April 1908 an uncle of his made arrangements for him to 
come to the United States, He contracted to work for a period of 
three years on a ranch in Southern California, belonging to a friend 
of his uncles', for which he was to receive two dollars per month, 
spending money and be allowed to attend night school, the rancher 


to reimburse the uncle for cost of the trip to United States and pay 


a 


my contact two hundred dollars upon fulfillment of contract. 

He was the first person from San Fernando to make the trip 
to United States. He was filled with both fear and hope, fear of the } 
ocean trip and of leaving his native town, but thrilled with the thoughts of - 
fortunes to be made in United States and visioning his return with 
money to buy a rice or sugar plantation of his own. 


re The first stage of his trip was to his uncle's home in Manilla, 


ich seemed a great distance to him, as prior to tha¢ timeche h 
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: Veen farther than ten miles from home. 

- He was outfitted with his first American style clothes, in 
which he felt very uncomfortable; the shoes, stockings and collar 
Praeuld be worn for only short periods of time for the first few weeks. 


hahvel 
Pe 


et Upon arrival in United States his first reactions were 


a oe a 
mf awe and timidity of such things as skyscrapers, street cars, 


automobiles, style of american architecture in homes, and public 
buildings, modern farm machinery, were a revelation to him. 
Be A he attended night school, taking a high school course. At the time 
Betiee! fui siiinent of contract, he had saved fifty dollars of his two 
dollars per month, spending money adding that to the two hundred 
received in payment for his labor, all being sent to his uncle in 
ae Manilla, to start a bank account. 
Since that time he has followed the harvest seasons up . 
and down the coast of California. At other times he worked as 4 
ie bus-boy in a Los Angeles restaurant. His money, with the exception 
| of just enough to live on, was sent to Manilla and added to his | 
bank account. 
| He is interested in American politics only to the extent 
that it affects the Philippine Islands and his people. He respects 
the American people as a whole and obeys their laws; does not be- 
lieve in inter-marriage with the white races, giving racial pride as 
the reason; believes that American educational instutions, methods 


of conducting business, form of government, agricultural methods to 


be the best in the world. 


i Ae _—s-*The depression affected him only to the extent that he could 
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ih chal as much money back home as before, delaying his return to 


During the time he was working out his contract on the ranch 
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i. laboring at home in the most prosperous years. 


He expected to 


“return, to the Philippine Islands in 1932 but has postponed it until 


1935, at which time he will have saved sufficient money to buy a fair 


sized sugar and rice plantation on which he intends to use up-to-date 
American farming methods. This will be my last interview with this 


contact as he is leaving for Southern California. 


Have interviewed some ten or twelve other Philippinos, elevator 


boys, house boys, waiters, students, salesmen and men in business for 


themselves, with one exception they all expect to return to the 


Philippine Islands, the students to enter the professional or political 


field, others going into business for themselves, and some to secure 


_positions as instructors in firms desirous of installing American 


business equipment and usé American business methods. 


Without exception they credit the United States for the rapid 


development of the Philippine Islands in the past thirty-five years. 


They all wish independence for their country, some of them are a little 


skeptical regarding their ability to protect themselves against in- 


‘vasion of other nations, have some fear of internal strife due to the 


lack of a universal language which has hindered, to a great extent the. 
mingling of the people belonging to different provinces. They all feel 


these things will eventually be ironed out and that in some way the 


United States will lend a guiding hand until that time comes, 
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History of the Spanish influx to Hawaii 


Prior to 1907 there were only a few Spaniards in the 
Hawaiian Islands. And these few were for the most part 
seamen who had come from San Francisco and New York. 

In 1907 the sugar-cane plenters were confronted with a 
dearth of laborers for the cane fields and arranged terms 
with the Spanish government to have the Spanish government 
open immigration to the Islands. 

The first shipment of Spanish immigrants arrived at 
Honolulu from Malaga in September 1907. The shipment con- 
sisted of 2,201 persons, the majority of which were children. 
This first batch of workers were recruited in Southern Spain 
and brought over on the S.S.Heliopolis. 

The planters discovered that the Spaniards were the hardest 
workers there and the following year(1908) a second shipment 
of Spanisrds were brought over. These came on the S.S.Kumeriec 
and consisted of 1,106 persons, 

By 1910 there were only 1,990 Spaniards left in the 
Islands, most of them having come to California. 

In 1911 the planters were again short of help and tried 
to arrange with the Spanish government for another shipment 
to Hawaii, but the Spanish government refused to allow any 
more workers to leave Spain, and as a consequent ithe planters 
sought the aid of England. The result was that the last 


shipment of Spaniards that came to Hawaii/in 1911) boarded the 


S.S.Willesden at Gibraltar. This was the largest and last 


shipment to arrive in Hawaii. Today there are practically no 


Spaniards left in Hawaii. They have all come to California. 
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FOREIGN BORN SPANIANDS IN 
SONOMA COUNTY. 

Although the Spanish were the first white 
people that came to Sonoma County and its first history is linked 
up with such nemes as Vallejo end Carrillo there are not a great 
many native born Speniards now residing in its territory. Accord= 
ing to the cesus of 1930 there were eighty four of these foreign 
born here and there are probably a few more now for recently some 


refugees of war torn Spain have come to the county. And the major= 


ity of the Spanish who have come here to make their home are Basques 


from the Pyrenees country. There is quite a little settlement of 
these people around: Cotati between Petaluma and Senta Rosa. 
The first person interviewed was Joseph Yriber- 


ri, He was born near the historic city of San Sebastian on the Bay 


of Biscay in Spain on the 16th day of March, 1873 and finished the 


common schools of his native lend. Like many of his countrymen he 
was a sheep herder and when he first came to the United States at 
the age of twenty in 1893 he followed the same calling. He first 
locatediin Fresno County, California having landed in Sen Francis- 
co directly from Spain and here he was employed as a sheep herder 
for three years. He next went to Nevada where he first worked on 
a sheep rench end ended up by managing a Basque hotel in Benet! 
but the call of the ranges was too much and he gave up the hotel 


business, rente da rench end engaged in the sheep business on his 


own behalf. He made money in this business and in 1900 sold out 
and came back to California settling in Sean Francisco where he 
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opened a hotel catering to the Basque trade. He did well in this 
enterprise and continued the business until 1919. Again the call 
of the lend came to him and he then ceme to Sonoma County and | 


pought twenty acres of land near Cotati. This place he has fixed 


i 


ing hens. He has made money where many others have failed during 

these days of high feed prices because he has enough land to raise 

much of his own feed. He has a fine home end up to date equipment. 
Mr, Yriberri is a fine type of his race with 

his blue bhack hair scarecly tinged with gray, his sturdy figure 

and. his energetic manner. He loves to talk of the Basque country 

in the shadow of the Pyrenees where the people talk Basque but the 

officiel lenguege is Spanish. The schools, he says, are conducted 

in Spanish and so everyone known both tongues. In the valleys of 

the Pyrenees the old interesting peasant costumes still prevail. 

The men continue to wear knee britches and sandals with bright ker- 

chiefs bound around their heads which are toppedtwith wide brimmed 

straw sombreros in the summertime. The women dress in white flowing 

mantillas with gay colored blouses end red sashes which contrast viv¥ 

idly with their blue black hair done in long braids down their backs. 
They still sing their Basque folk songs that 

have been handed down to them from countless generations end engage 

in their colorful peasant dances for in his section of Spain con- 


ditions have changed very little and the people still less. But the 


Spanish Basques are a hard working, frugal people and they very 
largely dominate the sheep industry of our western states. They 
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are intensely loyal to each other and they resemble the Spanish 


people in their love for music and dancing. 


In 1907 Yriberri married Dionisia Lusaretto also 


a Spenish Basque and four childrem have been born to them. He is 


an Odd Fellow and en independent in politics. 


Our next interview was with Faymond Legaretta. 
He too was born in the Basque country near the town of Alsasua 
in the Province of Navarre alsd in the shadow of the Pyranees, 
He first saw the light of day on March 17,1900. After finishing the 
public schools at the age of eighteen in 1918 he emigrated to the 
United States coming at once to Califomia and first locating in 
Lassen County where he worked as a sheep herder, He next moved 
to Modoe County where he lived until 1921 engaged in the same 
business. Late that same year he came to Sonoma County and worked 
for day wages around Cotati until 1922 when he pought eleven acres 
of land out of his earnings which he had saved and started in the 
chicken business. He keeps about three thousandilaying hens and has 
made a good living through infinite attention to detail and the 
careful attention he pays +o his flock. A good sheep herder seems to 
make a good poultryman.Both businesses take infinite care and pat- 
ience and a genuine love of living things, This the Basque has ac- 
quiredias a sheep herder and raiser and these qualities have made 
him successful in chickens where many have failed, 

On February 17,1924 Legarreta married Inge 


Carstensen, a German borm girl and they have three children. 
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In this he has been different from most of his countrymen who 
generally marry their own countrywomen, And speaking of the 
Spanish Basque women: They are fine specimen of the feminine gen- 
der, with fine forms and striking faces with fine complexions and 
they are very affable and sunny in temperament. 

Our next stop was at the home of E. Aguirre 
another Spanish Basque from the Bay of Biscay. He was born and grew 
up in the resort town of San Sebastian, the first event occuring 
on March 10,1881. Afgser finishing a common school education he 
worked as a waiter in one of the resort hotels and when he came to 
the United States in 1905 he immediately found employment in the 
Palace Hotel in San Francisco in which place he landed, He went 
through the earthquake and fire in that city and remained there 
until 1908 when he decided to come © Cotati in Sonoma County, He 
was absolutely broke when he arrived here but was undaunted and at 


once rented a pieve of land and went to work on it. By 1916 he 


had saved enough money from his farming operations to buy five acres 


of his own on which he has since developed a fine, uptodate 
poultry farm with 2500 laying hens, 

In 1905 he married Martine Assascada also a 
Spanish Basque and they have had four husky children, Aguirre 
is an Odd Fellow and a Republican in politics, He is a typical 
Spanish Basque, congenial, hard working but fond of the diversions 
of his countrymen, 


——— ae ee 


Sih pO Soleo * fea: 


; v : a > 


eee Hee BORE 8 a gO ie aah 


ore Ae bree OM Ae 0 ree ats 


a 


EEE 
A 
ze 
a 
Ss 
= 
=a 
e- 
= 
ros 
gpk: 
. 
Sie 
Bs ae 
“3 
er =! 
= 
ee 


4S "ht ips} a? 
7" a m4 = Di dane Hebe 

t rey asotxetlgomod Solt Webe eovust Behitete OGe ‘ameot ont ad ha a 
t : s i 4 bay sy ai MY i < 
nen fs ,tre mate ges tet TOR 2 ita aidate te aot oe 


¢ 

1" ye 
. i ‘ i") . , ; Pehe We ome. ¢ vm" re - nawe 
By orto «i Yo egod emt ta sew gota Tea, Te0 " 
1 eet i, bil iat 
ren, ts he Oe Ra) eee BEL DO.) Wyeth Ae OS OAD aa se tse Ge, cou J 


won Du Fate we, Wee AI SG (ma tt yaee KeBa Yo Ow STOR ont ond mee 


i ‘at 
en : af earn ip, tty pan el ek 4 
is phe toodes mosis @ aittde tert moate 4 te Le OL Boxall << i 
py 7 7, th eh 
P é _ 5 es te 4 hae dp ear ce wh. Me 6 AI t vf 6) hp oy i 
So Bal eee yes EY CSAP OLD. ME Gk aR) Nal a ORBAN ane aah & 
‘ p N ‘ ; ns 4 iy Ry i Y wal 9 te a 4 4 sae 
f hd aed ahem eed: SaeoT, woe te Lael Oh x 08 Ae 3 aad wha pot tae 


ve 


boven oat whetite t ent Sota pho tow! ek nog tomes aii ne ted on a 


nace becteses bo veto dwelt mh ot ih baie elenpartas on Hg. rae 


Hae Ss mt: 
oo iydiet) amonet mt Tieded & enon of Debtonh om shee BRL Lb 


he - c sg is x ‘a rig" a 
oo bobo gew tad ened Sovinte ef aed eter: ai siuceads. 88 
he stow od Few Oye fra he see te is Set: 


noron ots god oF smottatadd ec tierat gli soxk. yentom sf Bre oat bormee oa 


me ‘ geted gakyet OBS aid dy. kere * al 7%. 


wah : 
vA gi kteeit Bee era on et) eoes uh ta 


} 


alg hall ys paitay eh iy 


Teri pnt Lary sorb Lbe ‘galas ea oe Oa oven vould ona sopusd dati 


os 


} 
| 
a 

| : A uaa 
| ( dpetuxd 2 ob eb snoktes oy a naoblearges 5 baa wohLL BAO v8 
Vy we 


btobrcov he eit to beet tad “pyerts ox, Our isd eta tetosit00 - + xpi ‘take 


SONOMA 5 
Richard Brooks 


: ery: : Ie 
Interviews with: © | 

@ EeAguirre — | | | i 
a _ Raymond Lagarreta 


Joseph Yriberri 
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hen Barcelonia, Spain - 1899 
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_ Vocation at present: Member of consuls staff in San Francisco 
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Native life in Spain: 


Vt 
Yy Pather was oil and olive sorenen | Family vee! thy and hin 


_ son aid not have to work. He ttended, private parochial school 


in Madrid and spent summers in Italy and France. He prepared, 
through sanction of King Alfonso, for the Spanish Diplomatic 
Corps. At eighteen years of age he became private secretary 


yx : 
to Spanish Pesce in Belgium during the War. After the war 


yi 
he was on Sone ahs general's staff in England. He then was re- 


ee ted after the overthrow of the Royalists recime in Spain 


in 1931. King Alfonso, making a counter»move in politics, 


¥ 
managed to retain power long enough to appoint his embasorial 


By (Anan Pte § by “horn 


staff to England and ap a sean thus landed in US... 
by the grace of His Majesty ef the King of Spain, whose 
power was a wisp of fog, and with the sanction of the so- 
called “new government." 

His early training was of the acedemic sort. He played 
around in the arts, and also the literature of his country. 
Never a serious student he got nothing out of all his acquir- 
ed culture. Apparently, as he related to me, he spent most 


Sahat 
ef his,time in drinking and secudi ene) girls from the working 


anA 
class. He played a few games Satie tetera drive} a motor 


wey) oar. very well. 


in his early youth, having a good stipend from his father, 
he. promoted Local bull-fights in the small villages. He did 
ot make much money but became an ardent patron of that sport. 


is another form of Ee he Liked very much, having 
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An American citizen, born of Spanish parents 
ets 
at Nogales, Arizona. /Raised in Los An eles, California. His 
rn Pip rfl @ 
father was a track walker for the S. P. Basiroadyandsaleheuen 
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he made small Niece fu educated both the subject of this 
interview and his brother, sending them through schoolg th 
graduat from the public high school at Los Angeles. He 


states, after leaving school he attended a trade school and 
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Vee 


left there as an expert automobile mechani this-was in L916 @ 


WForkea in a garage at a position secured for him by the school 


vi hat attended, until the middle of 1917 when he joined the 

\ cAAA har K i. o: Lo hi 

Urs. Navy for the duration of the ware Worked at his trade 
hot de * 


of gas engine mechante while in the Mery Upon leaving the 
“V Say 
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in a suburb of Los Angeles where he stayed until the latter 


shortly after the war, rented and equipped a small garage 


part of 1924. He aes he made several thousand dollars 
in this business end then bought a garage in Hollywood ) , 
eduiped it with what, at that time, was the best in modern 
accessories for his business. 

He pide hema the start he did a fine business and was 
in a fair way to becoming independant? t this time, he says, 
he began speculating in property in a small way, prosper 4 


in both his garage and property speculation until the early 
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part of Roa eay he—statess—his business went from bad to | 
worsey amd eo ae AG a anata he he had more than 
eight thousand dollars “standing out that he could not collect, { 
and all he had to show for his labors was a home he had pur- | 
chased for his parents. At this time, he Said, he went to 
work for an automobile finance company repossessing financed 
cars around Los Angeles. He Stayed in this work for about 

 @ight months when pe—staias , they placed him on a commission 
basic gphese | € was making less than five dollars for each car 
he would bring in, € would be all day and some- 
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times “Oh, three days getting one car he could not make a 
hen Reign? he expanded his operations in the same line until, 
at the present time, he travels from one end of the country 
to the other bringing seized cars back to the different 
companies he has contracts with. He states, Sipe at the 
present time his business is good if he works from twelve to 
sixteen hours a sine BP he price of bringing the seized cars 
in has dropped until it has made it necessary for him to 
spend this amount of time on the road to make living expenses. 
At the time 1 talked to him he had just brought two cars from 
Oregon to San francisco and was taking a car from San Francisco 
to El Paso, Texas where, ne~said, he had two to bring back to 


_ Los Angeles. He says he was married and is now divoreed, his 


wife and four children livin’ in Glendale,- California ,ana-ts 


paying a certain amount each month for the Support of his : 


ere — 
fue ,children. he 
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Nationality--Spanish ] , / 
a Birthplace --Spain 

Age --54 

Years in the U.S.=--20 

Number in Family--Single 

Sex--~-Male 


a a | 


Parentage 


Born in a small mining town. Father a miner, died of bends 
at . when subject was very young. Mother still living in Sapin. Father 
was a Catholic~-Anarchist. 


Life History 
Schooling: 


Went to school in Sapin until 14 year old. Read Spangish 
classics including Cervantes’ Dox Quizote. ra, 
ber : 

When he was la he quite school snd sailed to the United 
States as a steward. His first job in New York was as a waiter 
in a night club. He began to gamble and made good money. He 
started travelling and covered almost every state as far ag 
Chicago,when he got low and cash he would gamble. 

nr 


A. When the war brokeout he enlisted and served 14 months. 


After he came back from the army he got a job in Detroit in 
the ford Factory. Here he became interested in union activity and 
although he didn't take and active part in organizing he began to 
read radical literature. After two years he was fired after-a'’ 
stool pideion exposed him for his radical views. From here he 
went to Ne¥. where he worked as a waiter ands ome odd jobs. 


In 1950 he came to Calif. His first job was as an agricultural 
worker. For two years he migrated from one crop to the other. All 
this time he was becoming increasingly interested in unionizing the 
workers. He has not stopped working in the fields and has gotten 
odd jobs, some factory work, and cannery work, in the cities. Mat 
of the time he is without work and without a place to sleep. He 
has had no steady work since he left Detroit. 

ro i 


lA ‘ P 
Since he has been in the U.S., except two years in Detroit, 
he has never been settled in one place for a period longer than a 
few months. He says that he never knows where he is going to be 
from one week to the next,or whether he will have anything to 
eat from one day to the next. When he get/absolutely destitute 
he leaves a town and moves on in hopes that he will find employment 
someplace else. He says, "I know there's no Jobs but sometimes 
\XYou have a little better luck someplace else.” If you ak him why 
he doesn't go back to the gambling game he answer¢s, "It's no good- 
too rotten. ) 
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mo longer be reminded of her foreign birth. 


a Carmen §.., born in Madrid, Spain jin 1906, has lived for the pest ten 
-s in the United States. When she speaks of her girlhood she seems to be as- 


"sailed with nostalgic longings but declares with emphatic finality that her present 
interest in her netive land is centered entirely in her mother: and father. And she 


is absorbed with plans at the present time to sever this last thread of interest; 


_ she is planning to send pessage money to her parents, within the next six months, 


to have them join her in San Francisco. Although Carmen S. has another relative, af 
a younger brother of twenty-one years, she spoke of him with venomous bitterness. 
It seems thet he hes been without steady employment for the past four years and 
Miss S... finds it impossible, perhaps in light of her own unfértunate marriage, to 
accept the repeated explanetions of both brother and parents that he is a not un- 
usual véctim of the Spanish depression. She prefers to lump him catagorically with 
all umemployed men, about whom she asserts with asperity, "They could all find work 
if they weren't naturally lazy:" 3 
Miss 'S....is employed by a firm where she Carries on the Spanish and English 
correspondence of the firm. She has worked in this office Since the early part of 
1929, having obtained the position with surprisingly. little difficulty immediately 
after her arrival in Sen Francisco from her six month's sojourn in Reno, Nevade. 
Since she hed expended the larger part of her savings in Reno, waiting for the ex- 
Piration of the six months mecesscry to establish residence so that She could obtain 
a divorce from her Amé@ricen husband, she has nursed the feeling that fortune had 
befriended her in leading her, quite by chance, to an opening for which she was ea- 
inently fitted. I+ was-as though, heving teken the decisive step towerds permanent 
Separation, her fifth year in this country omened a more comfortable existence than 
she had knownias the wife of. a mom fifteen years her senior. She had met Mr. Caches 
the mean who later becawe her huShend, #t the howe of a friend im Madrid. A clandes- 
‘tine courtship ensued, in the course of which the imagination of Miss S--. was fired, 
She ea not hesitate when he requested her hand in marriage and felt only a slight 
regret at leeving behind her all thet thus fer constituted her manner of livi ng. 
Immediately they arrived in New York, the husband entered his wife in a business 
school where she could.learn both Spanish and English shorthand, improve her know- 
ledge of English, and learn to use the typewriter. At the time, she thought this a 
very generous move but learned swiftly to detest the questionable generosity of her 
mate. She was rushed from the completed course at the business school into an office 
position which her husband took great pains to locate for her. And she was only given 
a probation period of three months, perhaps to assure the husband that she could 
handle her work, when he announced that he had lost his job. At this time they had 
been married little better than a year. Migs Sess... insists that from the moment she 
demonstrated her fitness for earning a living her husband, Mr. C...., never worked 
more than a week at atime and that even these desultory efforts WEKRX occuned at 
infrequent intervals, She used her position snd her friends to improve her knowledge 
of English. And she inquired regarding the laws of divorce in the state of New York. 
She learned of Reno, end decided that it would be the simplest way of solving her 
‘problem. So after she had been married for three yeers she gave up her Job, left her 
par@sitical mate, and obtaimed her divorce in January of 1929. She had nothing to lose, 
she states, by a dissolution of the marriage tie, unless it wes theodious burden which 
her husbend hed become. But she seems to heve suffered nov.little im her psychological 
reaction to this unfeir exploitation of her willingness to work. She has mot kept 
company with men since she divorced her husbands lives quietly in a room at a local 
Y.W.C.A.3 ond knows no greater diversion than that offered by ean occasional moving 
picture or walks with female friends. 


Miss §..... is not at all religious amd lives in the Y.W.8.A, 
omly for the protection from any possibility of getting lodged in 
repute which it offers, The few friends she has made are American and She seens,. 
im—fect, anxious that her father end mother will arrive in order that she will. 
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Subject: Spaniard. 


The subject was born fifty-one years ago in Northwestern spain. 
His father was a railway porter. His brother, ten years 


younger than himself is a carpenter, who went to Suenes Aires 


for a few years cae returned to Spain where he now lives. 


The subject is a baker by trade. He was educated in the 
primary schools of Spain. When he first came to «merica 
twenty years ago, he went to visit friends in Arizona where 
he got a job in the copper mines and later, in a Spanish 
bakery. After six months in the Atizona bakery he came 

to Los Angeles where he stayed for five years, working on 
rar.ches as cook, baker and eaten, at other odd jobs. 
He has worked at many bakeries in San Francisco. One job 
he held for six years. Haé's been at his present job four 
months. He works ten hougps @ day, seven days 4@ week. in 
Spain the bakers work only eight hours. But he likes it 
here better, says there is more work here. He has taken 


out no papers as hath ath was interested in finding out how 


to go about it. He is not married . 
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See | 


oo I have obtained letters of introcuction in Spanish, lLt- 


alian, and Russian. hunih introduction is used as a means of 


Sees and usqally ‘the people talk quite freely. 


~, B te, 


Xa I nave been Beam mostly in the italian section, in 
fn neighbbrhood of San Bruno Ave., and Silver. iL find that 
90 pereent) of these people are not citizens, most of these 
people are here to better themselves, financially, socially 

and ec onbareatty: 

Most of these people were influenced to come over by 
a "friend" in this country; who was doing well financially 
and who liked our form of government. 

I found a small percentage who came here to escape mil- 

itary rule and training. 

All families that were interviewed, claim they had bet= 
tered themselves in all respects, they all intend to be- 
come citizens, they do not intend to go back only as a vis- 
itor. 

This report submitted by-- 
L. Everett Smith 


156. Newton Street 
Kandolph 0881 
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ie August dyr20 64 


In complisnce with your instructions to obtain information from the immi- 
grants of Spain to this country, I beg to submit the following report. 


I have interviewed various fyduver residents from the provinces of Biscay, 
Navarra, Leon and Granada. They have come both from the urban and rural sections 
of Spasine Those whom I have interviewed have resided in California from twelve 
to thirty-one years. From them I obtained the knowledge that in the urban sec- 
tions they possess the modern conveniences which we have here=such as electri- 
city, gas, automobiles, movies, etc. ‘They also have very strict ordinances re~ 
garding weights and measures. In recent years the hours of labor, both in urban 
and rural districts have been reduced to eight hours snd mede of living has been 
greatly improved. 


On the farms the use of machinery has increased very greatly in recent years 
and the ranch homes are beautiful and spacious, as one expressed it to me 
“They resemble castles." 


In trying to obtain information from these decendants of "Sunny Spain" as to 
their mental sttitude or feeling while residents of the United States, I find that 
it mainly depends upon two points, viz: first, as to their financial position and 
second, as to their family connections here. To be more explicit they say that 
if they have accumulated sufficient wealth to live at ease in Spain (which re-~ 
quires less capital than here) and have formed no family ties here, they would be 
more contented in Spain because of their acquaintances and warmth of blood rela- 


tions; but on the other hand if they have contracted family connections here, they 


are contented to remain. 


Those who have not accumulated sufficient of this world's goods find it ease 
ier to obtain that end here than in Spain, hence prefer to remain. 


In conclusion, I have found these immigrants from Spain contented and well 
satisfied with their adoptedcountry of the United States. 


Yours sincerely, 


Ae Je Fabsals 


Investigator 
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